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Lentaigne; Vice-President, Robert H. Woods; Secretary of the
College, Sir Charles A. Cameron, C.B.; Council, Sir Henry
R. Swanzy, William Stoker, Sir Charles Alexander Cameron,
C.B., John B. Story, Sir Charles B. Ball, Sir Thomas Myles,
Sir Arthur Chance, Richard D. Purefoy, Sir Lambert H.
Ormsby, Henry G. Sherlock, R. Bolton M'Causland, R. Lane-
Joynt, William Taylor, Edward H. Taylor, G. Jameson
Johnston, R. Charles B. Maunsell, William Ireland Wheeler,
D. Edgar Flinn, Thomas E. Gordon.

CONJOINT BOARD IN IRELAND.
THE following candidates have been approved at the examina-
tion indicated:
D.P.H., Parts I and Ir.-W. W. Browne, Captain, R.A.M.C. (with

Honours); R. F. O'T. Dickinson, Lieutenant, R.A.M.C.; B. D.
Gibson; D. J. O'Connor; N. D. Walker, Captain, R.A.M.C.

SLANDER ACTION AGAINST A MEDICAL MAN.
JUDGEMENT has been given in the Falkirk Sheriff Court against
Dr. Gardner in an action brought against him by a nurse. This
nurse averred that Dr. Gardner had said of her that she was no
nurse at all, that no respectable persons in Falkirk would let
'her into their house, and she had no right to wear uniform.
She claimed £250 in the name of damages. The pursuer also
stated that Dr, Gardner had said of her that she was a dan-
gerous woman, that the condition her children were in was
owing to her drinking, and if the worst came to the worst he
could prove that that she was a dirty woman. Dr. Gardner
denied having slandered Nurse McLachlan, and pleaded that in
any case what he said was privileged in view of his position of
medical attendant to the persons to whom the statements were
-nade. Sheriff Mowatt, in his judgement, finds the first of the
statements not proved, but finds it proved that the defender said
of the pursuer that she took drink, and that the condition her
children were in was owing to her drinking. He also finds that
the defendant said of the pursuer that she was a dangerous
woman, and that he would prove she was dirty, and that on
.naither occasion was the statement in any way privileged. The
-damages were assessed at £10, with expenses.
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POOR LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD IN ENGLAND.

SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION.
IN connexion with the annual grant voted by Parliament
in aid of scientific investigations concerning the causes
and processes of disease, Mr. Burns, the President of the
Local Government Board, has authorized the following
special researches:

1. A continuation of the investigation into protracted and recurrent
dnfection in enteric fever, by Dr. Theodore Thomson, Medical Inspector
of the Board, in conjunction with Dr. Ledingham of the Lister
Institute.

2. A continuation of the investigation into protracted and recurrent
infection in diphtheria, by Dr. Theodore Thomson and Dr. C. J.
Thomas.

3. A continuation of the investigation into flies as carriers of infec-
Ition, by Dr. Monckton Copeman, Medical Inspector of the Board, and
by Professor Nuttall of Cambridge.

4. A continuation of Dr. Andrewes's investigation on the presence of
sewage bacteria in sewer air, with a view to ascertaining their number
and the distance they can be carried by air currents. Also a continua-
'tion of Dr. Andrewes's investigation into the part played by changes in
'bone marrow in the defensive miechanism of the body against
infection.

5. A continuation of Dr. Savage's investigations on the bacterial
measurement of milk pollution, and on the presence of the Gaertner
group of bacilli in pre)ared meats and allied foods.

6. An investigation into the chemical and physical changes under-
.gone by milk as the result of infection by bacteria, and into the rela-
*tion of the pancreas to epidemic diarrhoea, by Dr. H. A. Scholberg,
Lecturer in Bacteriology in University College, Cardiff, and Bacterio-
logist to the Glamorgan and Cardiff Council Councils; and Mr. Wallis,
Lecturer in Physiology, University College, Cardiff.

7. An investigation of the records of charitable lying-in hospitals as
,to the nutrition of the mother and other factors influencing the vitality
.of infants and their progress in the first fourteen days of life, by Dr.
.Darwell Smith, Physician to the British Lying-in Hospital.

8. An investigation into the occurrence and importance, in relation
-to treatment, of mixed infections in pulmonary tuberculosis, by Dr.
Inman, Pathologist to the Brompton Hospital for Consumption.

9. An investigation on the relative importance of certain types of
:body cells in defence against the tubercle bacillus, and the effect of
tuberculin and other remedial agents on their activities, by Dr. J.
Miller, Pathologist to the General Hospital, Birmingham.

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF SCHOOL CHILDREN.
THE following document has been sent by the Honorary
Secretary of the Winchester Division, with a request that
it should be published in the JOURNAL:

The Court of Governors of the Royal Hants County
Hospital have had their attention called to the recent
provisions for Medical Inspection of Children.

It would seem that provision is now made for the
Medical Examination of all Children under Section 13,
Subsection B, of the Education Act (Administrative
Provisions), 1907, the duty of providing for such
Medical Inspection is placed upon the local Education
Authority. In the event of Children being certified to
require medical care and attention, the Court of
Governors consider it probable that it may become the
custom to send many such cases to the special depart-
ments of the Hospital for treatment. It would seem
that this idea has probably occurred to the Board of
Education, inasmuch as Circular 596, dated 17th
August, 1908, addressed to the Local Education
Authorities, contains suggestions for contributions to
Hospitals, Infirmaries, Dispensaries, etc. (Clause 78).
and making it "permissible to include among the
conditions of contribution a provision allocating a
reasonable remuneration to the Medical Men working
for such Institutions."
The Court of Governors feel, after full consideration,

that this latter proposal would be undesirable, and,
greatly though funds are needed, could not be enter-
tained. Any such scheme of payment would alter the
whole of the existing arrangements and cause the
Hospital to be worked on totally different lines and in
a way which the Court of Governors could not approve.
The Medical Staff attached to the Hospital give
gratuitously their services to the Hospital Authorities,
and the public owe them a great debt of gratitude.
The Court of Governors feel that, having regard to the
heavy demands that are made upon their Staff, they
would not be justified in allowing general treatment
of the numerous cases that must arise as the result of
the Medical Inspection provided by the Act referred
to, and they desire to suggest that the Local Educa-
tion Authority should, before these questions arise,
proceed to make arrangements for the discharge of
these duties by the medical men in their respective
districts, which they have ample powers to do.
The Hospital will not object to taking, as at present,

urgency cases, or other cases requiring, in the opinion
of a responsible medical man, such care and attention
as only the Hospital can supply.
The Court of Governors desire to bring this matter

before the Local Education Authority in order to allow
ample time for provision to be made and to prevent
any misunderstanding or difficulty arising.

TUBERCULOUS MEAT.
THE Corporation of the City of London has issued a circular for
the information of meat salesmen within the City who, it is
recognized, are anxious and willing to do anything in their
power in the interests of public health and legitimate trading to
prevent unsound meat being offered for sale. The circular
states that for many years the Corporation has instituted legal
proceedings, resulting in many instances in the infliction of
heavy fines or terms of imprisonment against farmers, butchers,
and other persons for sending diseased or unwholesome meat
into the City markets, or for exposing such meat for sale. In
some instances the offence may have been due to gross careless-
ness or even ignorance of the symptoms of disease in the living
animal, or of the appearance of unsound carcasses after
slaughter, and the object of the circular is to make public a
memorandum by Dr. Collingridge, the Medical Officer of Health
of the City, pointing out the signs of tuberculosis in the carcass
and organs, and another by Mr. James King, M.R.C.V.S.,
Veterinary Inspector to the Corporation, on the symptoms in
the living animals.

DRAINAGE OF LOW-LYING TOWN.
M.O.H.-Drainage of a small town where there is practically no

fall presents special difficulties. At Chester, where sewage
purification works were carried out by Major Hector Tulloch,
C.B., R.E, the sewage has all to be pumped up before it
can be purified, for the reason that it reaches the outfall
8 or 10 ft. below the level of the ground, which for miles on
both sides is below the level of the river, and would be
flooded but for embankments. It is pumped by suction gas
engines and centrifugal pumps. The gas is made out of
anthracite coal, andat theprice of 24s. or 20s. a ton of coal the
makers will now guarantee from 8 to 10-h.p. an hour for a
penny. Centrifugal pumps are used, because any form, of
plunger pump is out of the question for sewage in which there
-is so much hard material like gravel, sand, etc., which wear
out the surface-s of the brass plunger cylinders.
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DIPHTHERIA: PERIOD OF QUARANTINE FOR
CARRIER CONTACTS.

S. T. B.-It is not by any means the universal practice of
medical officers of health to insist upon three negative results
after the bacteriological examination of material taken from
the throats of diphtheria patients or of contact carriers of the
disease. There is no doubt that it would be a great advantage
if the practice were universal, and also if the nasal passages
were swabbed as well as the throat.

OFFICIAL TREATMENT OF DIPHTHERIA.
ULULA.-It is not usual, nor is it desirable, for a patient to be
removed to an isolation hospital without any reference to the
medical attendant, unless in exceptionally urgent circum-'
stances. For the charge nurse of an isolation hospital to inject
antitoxin (4,000 units) as a matter of routine in all cases of
diphtheria admitted to a hospital is a practice to be depre-
cated. The injection should be made by the medical man in
charge of the patient.

THE BACTERIOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS OF
DIPHTHERIA.

DR. EDWARD CARNALL, D.P.H. (Newton Abbot) writes:
The number of cases admitted into provincial isolation hos-

pitals of late years as diphtheria, when compared as regards
population with the number of cases notified in a central
London district, suggests the question whether the swab is to
be relied on as a correct means of diagnosis.
In reading the reports of large central London institntions

where patients are visited at their own homes and are treated
at the dispensary one finds that out of a total of 35,455 patients
only 25 cases of diphtheria have been sent to the Metropolitan
Asylums Board hospitals during the past eight years. It
cannot be said that the conditions under which this large
number of people live is better or more hygienic than in small
urban and rural districts; in fact, if any one visited some of
the streets and courts of a London district they would be
rather surprised to see the conditions under which some of the
people live or exist.
As we all know, the throat is a part of the body most

susceptible to influences (not of necessity sewer gases), such
as changes of weather, foul air, state of our general health,
and catarrhal conditions; it is easy to understand the number
of so-called sore throats which fall to the lot of a dispensary
doctor. As regards the swab, patients after a stay of twenty-
one days or more in hospital will be returned as positive,
when no sign whatever exists that the patient is or has been
suffering from diphtheria. It is also noticed that children
with enlarged tonsils, if treated locally and generally, will be
returned also positive, and it seems to be impossible to obtain
a negative result from such cases. The only reason why
such cases are sent to the hospital is the swab return.
Nothing is seen in the throat, nor has the patient even
developed any symptoms of the disease. But the fact
remains that all those cases after removal to the hospital,
whatever the condition of the throat-there may be patches
on tonsils or fauces-improve rapidly whether treated or
not, which points to their real nature. I have also noticed
that cases of what appears to be genuine diphtheria always
return a negative result after the allotted stay in hospital.
Whether we should admit cases to the acute wards of hos-
pitals solely on the swab result is doubtful; for no doubt
children have been admitted on swab evidence alone and
developed diphtheria after admission, but have been saved
by the prompt antitoxin injection.

WE regret to note the death on June 1st in St. George's
Hospital of Mr. HENRY KAY RAMSDEN, M.B., B.Ch.Manch.,
of 102, Sloane Street, after a long and trying illness, borne
with great fortitude. He died at the early age of 42 years
the victim of a malignant growth in the lungs. He was
one of four brothers, all members of the same profession,
and was the third son of the late Dr. W. H. F. Ramsden, of
Dobcross, Saddleworth, Yorkshire, to whose memory in
1900 the people of the district erected a fountain "for his
devoted services to the people of Saddleworth," on which
is inscribed a quotation from Leigh Hunt's "Abou Ben
Adhem ":

Write me as one that loves his fellow men.

The same words might fitly be chosen to characterize the
son. As illustrating his courage and humanity the follow-
ing incident is worthy of record. While surgeon to a certain
workhouse infirmary he had ordered a generous meat diet
for some of the inmates for whose recovery he thought it
specially necessary. The guardians declining to supply it,
in spite of his urgent representations, their surgeon
ordered it at his own expense from a neighbouring hotel,

and every day, accompanied by the cook bearing a large
joint, waked through the streets from the hotel to the,
workhouse. These " meat-bearings " quickly developecd
into large processions of indignant sympathizers, and the
guardians found themselves obliged to give way, and it is
not surprising to learn that their surgeon had no further
difficulty in getting his orders carried out. Mr. Ramsden
had served as Civil Surgeon in the Boer war, and was.
Surgeon-Captain in the 2nd Battalion of the City of
London Rifles. He was an ardent Freemason and a
member of the Chelsea Borough Council.

Mr. GEORGE HENRY HAMBS, who died on May 28th,
at his residence, 11, Park Lane, was a well-known prac,
titioner in the West End of London. He was a native
of Lincolnshire. He joined the medical school of
St. Bartholomew's Hospital in 1871, and distinguished
himself as a student, winning several prizes. He obtained
the diploma of M.R.C.S. in 1875, and that of F.R.C.S. in
1878. He was House-Surgeon to Sir William Savory;
he also served a term of office as House-Physician. After
quitting these house-staff appointments he attached him-
self to several other hospitals and dispensaries for a few
years; but although he was distinguished as a good junior
officer in all the appointments that he held, he decided
early in life to devote himself to general practice, for which
he proved eminently qualified.

Dr. CHARLES MARSHALL KEMPE, of Shoreham, died at his.
residence in that town on May 23rd. He had reached his
70th year, but, having regard to the fact that he was
constantly to be seen about the town, and appeared to be
in good health, his death after an illness of a day or two
was the cause of much surprise as well as of the deepest
regret. Dr. Kempe, a Cornishman by birth, and a student
of St. Thomas's Hospital, became M.R.C.S. in 1861 and
L.S.A. in 1863, and had long resided in Shoreham, where
his life was one of great activity both in professional and
non-professional connexions, and of marked public utility.
On the professional side, in addition to private practice, he
held at one time and another a large number of appoint-
ments. For some thirty years he was Medical Officer of
Health for Shoreham, and a Medical Officer to the
Steyning Board of Guardians. He was also a Medical
Officer of Health to the Port Sanitary Authority, and
Medical Officer to the Admiralty, to the Railway,
and to the Order of Foresters. How fully he satis-
fied public expectations in these connexions is shown
by his receipt of two illuminated addresses-one from,
the Shoreham District Council, the other from the
local court of the Ancient Order of Foresters. The part-
he played in the local public life of the district was
equally active. When the old School Board was in
existence he was its Chairman for five years. and on,
its abolition he became Chairman of the local Education
Authority. A zealous Freemason, he was a Past Master
of the St. Mary of the Harbour Lodge, and one of the
founders of the Duke of Richmond Lodge. He also took
a leading part in' the establishment of a soup kitchen in
the town, and devoted a good deal of time to church
affairs. He was often to be seen at public meetings in
support of the Conservative cause, and was an excellent
and popular speaker. He retired from practice some two
years ago, but continued to co-operate in public affairs,
and was this spring elected to a seat on the urban district
council. Apart, therefore, from his attractive personal
qualities, he must inevitably be greatly missed in the
locality. He died on the Sunday preceding Empire Day,
and as a mark of respect to his memory certain public
proceedings in connexion with that festival were aban-
doned. Dr. Kempe was married, and leaves a family of
three sons and three daughters.

THE London Spectacle Mission is stated, in its sixteenth
annual report, to have received last year 2,915 applications.
for assistance. ' The society does not assist any one under
the age of 25, its main object being to benefit old people of
the poorer classes suffering from presbyopia. It was
founded in the year 1886 by I)r. E. J. Waring, C.I.E., a.
retired medical officer of H.M. India Army, and until his.
death, in 1891, the mission was carried on at his soles
expense. The honorary secretary is Miss C. Waring, 197,,
Sutherland Avenue.


